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NEW PEACE PRESERVATION LAW 
Enacted by the Imperial Diet in February, 19413 
Promulgated on March 8 as Law Noe 54 of the year 
1941: Enforced as from same yoare 


The Peace Preservation Law originally was promulgated and 
put in force in 1925 for the purpose of curbing the communist 
mOteycyeees and ee partially revised by an extraordinary Imperia 
n 1925. 


Ordinance 
CHAPTER I. 

CRIME 
Article l. 


A person who has orgenized an association with the object of 
changing the national polity or a porson who has performed the 
work of an officer or other leader of such an association shall 
be condemned to death or punished with penal servitude for life 
or not less than seven years, and a person who knowingly has 
joined such an association or a person who has committed an 
act contributing to the accomplishment of its object shall be 
punished with penal servitude for a limited period not less than 
three yearse 


Article 2. 


A person who has organized an association with the object 
of aiding an association snecified in the preceding Article or 
a person who has porformed the work of an officer or other leader 
of such an association shall be condemned to death or punished 
with penal servitude for life or not less than five years, and 
© person who knowingly has joincd such an association or a person 
who has committed an act contributing to the accomplishment of 
its object shall be punished with penal servitude for a limited 
period not less than two yearsSe 


Article 3. 


A person who has organized an association with the object of 
preparing for the organization of an association specified in 
Article I or a person who has performed the work of an officer 
or other leader of such an association shall be condemned to 
death or punished with penal servitude for life or not less than 
five years, and a person who knowingly has joined such an 
association or who has committed an act contributing to the 
accomplishment of its object shall be punished with penal servitu 
for 2 limited period not less than two yearse 
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Article 4. 


A person who has orgenized a rroun with the objcets stipulate 
e@ in the preceeding three Articles cr a person who has dirccted 
such ea group shall be punished with rennl servitude for life or 
not less than three ycars, and a porson who has joined such a 
froup with the objects stipulated in the forsreins three Articl’s 
or @ porson who has enmmitted an act eontributing to the repliza- 
tion of thc objects stipulated in the foresoing three Articles 
in relation to said froup shall be punished with penal servitude 
for a limited period not less than one yeare 


Article 5. 


A person who has conferred with other person or instigated 
other person with the objects rentioned in Article 1 to 3 and 
regarding the exccution of objective matters or propagated such 
objective matters or committed other acts contributing to the 
accomplishment of the objccts, shall be punished with penal 
servitude not lcss then ono year and not cxceeding tcn years, 


Article 6. 


A person who has instigated sedition, violent act or other 
crime injurious to life, body ond property of 2 person, with the 
objects stipulated in Articles 1 to 3, shall be punished with 
penal servitude for a limited period not less than two years, 


Article 7. 


A person who has orgenized en association with the object 
of circulating matters disavowing the national polity or impair- 
ine the sanctity and dignity of the Grand Shrine and the Imperial 
Household or 2 person who has performed the work of an officer 
or other leader of such an association shall be punished with 
penal servitude for a limited period not less than four ycars, 
ond 2 person who knowingly has joined such an asscciation or a 
person who has committed an act contributins to the accomplish. 
ment of its objcet shall be punished with penal servitude for a 
limited period not less than onc ycar, 


Article 8, 


A person who has organized a froup with the object stinulatcd 
in the foregoing Article or » person who has directed such a 
group shall be punished with penal servitude for life or not 
less than three years, and a person who, with the object stipulate 
in the foregoing Article, has joined said group, or 2 person who 
has committed an act contributing to the accomplishment of the 
object stipulated in the foregoing Article in relation to seid 
group, shall be punished vith nenal servitude for a limited 
period not less than one year, 
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Article 9. 


A person who has given or offered or promised to give moncy 
or other articles or property intercstg to another person with th 
object of causing him to commit either of the crimes stipulated 
in the preceding cisht Articles, shall be punished with penal 
servitude not excecding 10 years. This provision shall also 
apply to a verson who knowingly has eeccented or demanded or 
promised to acccpt said offering. 


Article 10, 


A person who has orgnnized an associntion with the object 
of disavowing the system of rrivate ownership or a person who 
knowingly has joined such an association or a person who has 
cormitted an act contributing to the accomplishment of the object 
of scid associntion, shall be punished with penal servituce or 
imprisonment not execedins 10 years, 


Article ll, 


A person who, with the object stipulated in the preceding 
Article, has conferred with other person recarding the execution 
of the objective mattors or a person who has instigated the 
exccution of the objective matters, shall be punished with penal 
scrvitude or imprisonment not excceding seven ycarse 


Article 12, 


A person who, with the cbjcct stipulated in Article 10, has 
insticated sedition, violent act or other crime injurious to life 
body or property of 1 person, shnll be punished with penal servie- 
tude or imprisonment nct cxcecding 10 years, 


Article 13. 


4& person who has civen or offered or promised to give money 
or other articles cor property intercsts to other person with the 
object of causing hin to commit crimes stipulated in the precedir 
three Articles, shall be punished with penal servitude or imprisc 
ment not cxccedinz five years. This provision shall apply elso 
to a person who knowingly has accepted or demanded or promised 
to accept said offering. 


Article 14. 


Atterpts of the crimes stipulated in Articles 1 to 4, Artici 
Article 8 and Article 10 of the present law shnll be punished, 
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Article 15 


When a person, who had committed any of the crimes stipulate 
in this Chapter, has surrendercd nimself to justice, punishment 
on him shall be mitigated or remitted, 


Article 16, 


Provisions of this Chapter shall also be applied to any 
person, who has committed either of the crimes under this law 
outside the territories where this law is in force. 


C¥APTER II 
CRIMINAL PROCEDURE 
Article 17. 


Provisions of this Chapter shall be applied to cases of 
crimes stipulated in Chapter I. 


Article 18. 


A procurator may summon a suspect or order a judicial police 
officer to make such sunmonse- 

The writ of summons to be issucd by the judicial police 
officer in accordance with an order from no Procurator shall 
contain the position and full name of the Procurator issuing 
the order as well as the statemont that the writ was issucd by 
his order. 

Tne duties of the clorks of the court or bailiffs pertaining 
to service of the writ of summons may be executed by judicial 
police officers and mene 


Article 19. 


When a suspect without proper reason fails to respond to the 
summons made in accordance with the provisions of the preceding 
Article or when there exist reasons provided in cach number of 
Article 87, Paragraph 1 of the Law of Criminal Procedures, a Pro- 
curatcr may arrest the suspect, or commission another Procurator 
to make the arrest, or order a judicial police officer to do So. 

Tne provisions of the second paragraph of the preceding 
Article shell be applicd to the warrant of arrest to be issued 
by the judicial police officcr under order from the Procurcatore 


Article 20. 


A suspect arrested shall be examined by a Procurator or a 
Judicial police officer within 48 hours from the time the 
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arrested was taken to a svceificd place. When no warrant of 
detention is issucd within the said spceificd course of time, 
the Procurator shall release the suspeet or cause the judicial 
police authoritics to effect such rolcasce 


Article 2le 


When causes provided for in any of the numbers in Article 87. 
Pararraph 1 of the Law of Criminal Procedures exist, a Procurator 
may detain a suspect or order a judicial police officer to effect 
such detention. 

The provisions of Article 18, Paragraph 2 shall be corres- 
pondinrly applied to the warrant of detention to be issucd by 
n judicial police officcr under order from a Procuratore 


Articlo 22. 
With respect to detention, the place of detention at the 
police station or at the gendarmerio nay be used in lieu of a 
prisone 


Article 23. 


Tho period of detention shall be two months, When its 
extension is especially necessary, a Procurator for a local 
court, and a procurator for a district court, with the avproval 


of the Chicf Proecurator for an appeallate court, may renew the 
period cach month, but not inexcess of one year throurhoute 


Article 24. 


‘hon enuses of detcntion have ceased to exist or when furthe) 
detention is deemed unnecessary, 2 Procurator shall immediatcly 
release the suspeets or shall cruse a judicial police officer to 
make such rclcasce 


Art j elec 2 De 


A Procurator may suspend the cxceution of detcntion by 
restrictine the residence of fe suspect. 

In ease thers exist enuses as preseribcd in Article 119, 
paracraph 1 of the Lav of Criminal Preeedures, the Procurator may 
revoke the suspension of the cxceution of detcntione 


Article 26. 


The procurator may exeminc 2 suspeet or order a judiciel 
police cfficcr to conduct such examination. 

Only before institutine a public prosceution the Procurator 
may oxomine a witness cr commissicn anothcr Procurator with 
examinotion or ordcr a judiicinl police offiecr to conduct such 
examination, 
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When a judicial police officer has examined a suspect or 
a witness by order of a public Procurator, he shall record in 
the documents coverins the examination the position and full 
name of the procuratcr who ordcrcd and the fact that the examina- 
tion was conducted by his order. 


Article 27. 


Only before institutins a public prosecution a Procurator 
may seize, search or obtain evidence by inspection, or may come 
mission another Procurator or order a judicial officer to take 
such actionse 

Only before instituting a public prosecution a Procurator 
mey order an expert opinion, interpretation or translation, or 
may comaission another Procurator or order @ judicial police 
officer to make dispesition of such matters. 

The provisions in Pararraph 3 of the preceding Article shall 
correspondingly apply to the documents covering seizure, search 
or evidence procured by inspection and to transcript of examina- 
tion of an expert witness, interpreter or translator. 

The provisions of Paragraph 2 and 3 of Article 18 shall 
correspondingly apply to an expert opinion, interpretation and 
translation. 


Article 28. 


The provisions of the Law of Criminal Procedure regarding 
summons, arrest, detention, examination of defendant and witness, 
seizure, search, expert opinion, interpretation and translation, 
unless otherwise provided, shall correspondingly apply to ceses 
of suspected versons under the present law. However, the pro- 
visions regarding beilment and provisional release shall not be 
applicable to the forecoing cascSe 


Article 29. 

Attorneys shall be selected from among lawyers previously 
nominated by the Justice Ministcr, provided, however, that this 
provision shall not effect the application of the provisions of 
Article 40, Paragraph 2 of the Law of Criminal Proceduree 


Article 30. 


The number of attorneys shall not exceed two for each cefend 

The sclection of attorneys shall not be mode after the lapse 
of 10 days subsequent to the rcceipt of the service of summons 
fixing the initial cate for a public trial; except cases where 
unevoidable causes exist when it mey be mace with permission of 
the courte 
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Article 31. 


When an attorney intends tc make copics of the documcnts 
cencernineg a trial, he shell obtain permission from the presidinr 
jJudgc or the examining judec. 

Inspection by an attorney of the documents concernine a 
trial shall be made at a plnec desivnated by the presiding 
judges or the cxaninine judsce 


Article 32. 


In case a public trial has becn instituted arninst a 
defendant, o Procurator, when ht considers it necessary, may 
demand transfor of the jurisdiction, provided that this shall not 
apply after the desircnstion of the datc for th: initinl trial. 

The demand under the forczvoing nararranh shall be made to a 
highcr court imnediatcly above the court to which th: ersc 
originally belongs and one to which the case is to he transferred, 

When the demand has becn mede under the provisions of 
Paragraph 1, the judicial proceedure shell be suspended, 


Articls 33. 


No appcal shall te allowed from the jucremcnt of the first 
instnnee which finds any person guilty of er crime specified in 
Chapter 1 of the prescnt law, 

A direct review of the judgement of the first instence as 
provided in the preceeding paragreph may be had. 

An appcal mry be meade on grounds where it is permitted from 
the judgement of the scecnd instance under the provisions of the 
Law of Criminal Procedure, 

A court of appeal shell try a case in accordance with the 
procedure regarding the review of the judecment of the sccond 
instancc, 


Article 34, 


In case an anpenl is instituted arcsinst a decision of the 
first instance judgins that cithcr of th: crimes specificd in 
Chapter 1, the court of a»nesl (the Supreme Court), if there exist 
conspicuous reasens which cnoble it to suspect that a crime under 
the samc Chapter has not been committed, shall nullify the origins 
decision by its own judgement and transfer the cese to an 
Appellate Court heving tho jurisdiction over thc case, 


Article 35. 


With respect to the netification of the date for a public 
trial th: court of appeal may aet free from the provisions rczarde 
ing the period prescribed under Article 422, Parasraph 1 of the 
Law of Criminal Procedure. 
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Article 36. 


With respeet to the ponal prececdin:s, fcneral vrovisions 
Shall be applicable tc all enscs cxecpt those specially prescribed 


Article 376 


The provisions of this Chapter, exclusive of Articles 22 
23, 29, Article 30, Pararraph 1, Articlos 32, 33 and 34, shali 
be correspondingly applicable regarding the penal proceedings of 
the court-martial. In this ensc, Article 87, Pararrnph 1 of the 
Law of Criminal Procedure as given shall be Article 143 of the 

Law of Court Martial of the Army or Article 143 of the Law of 
Court-Martial cf the Navy, Article 422, Paracraph 1 of the Law 

of Criminal Procedure as fiven shall be Article 444, Paragr>ph 1 
of the Law of Court-Martinl of the Navy. The clausc "in case 
there exists a cause stipulated in Article 119, Pararraph 1 of 

the Law of Criminal Procedure" as given in Article 25, Parazraph 2 
of the prcsent law should read "whenever," 


Article 38 


In the case of Chosen (Korea) , the term Justice Minister 
fiven in this law should read as the Governor-General of Chosen: 
the Attorncy-Gencrel,as the Attorney-General for the Hich Court 
of Chosen; the Chicf Procuratcr, as the Chief Procurator for the 
Court of Apperl of Chosen; public procurator for district court 
ana public procurator for local court, as public procurator for 
district court of Chosen; the Law of Criminal Proccdurc, as the 
Law of Ciminal Procedure cnforeed under the terms of the Criminal 
Ordinsnec of Chosen, and Article 422, Paragraph 1, as Article 51 
of the Criminal Ordinance of Chosen. 


CHAPTER III 
PREVENTIVE DETENTION 
Article 39. 


In casc a porsen, who after having comaittcd a crime spccificc 
in Chanter eas punished and is to b 


» the court, upon dcmand from a proe 
curator, may make decision that seid psrson shell be subject to 
preventive detention, 

The preceding paragreph shall also be avplicable to the ensc 
of a person who after havinr committed a crime spceified in 
Chapter I was punished ond has scrved his term, or reecived a 
jJudecinent for » stay of exceution of the vunishnent, ond has 
beon placed under protection and surveillance in accordence with 
the Law of Protcction anc Surveillance of Ideological Criminals, 
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when it is considered difficult to prevent the donger of his 
committing a crimc snecified in the same Chapter and if he 
appears to bc ecnspicuously li:ble to commit it again. 


Article 40. 


The demend for preventive detention shell be made by a 
Procurator for a district court, which has the jurisdiction over 
the place where the person involved has his domicile, to the 
Same courte 

When the demand for the preventive detention of the foreroins 
paragreph concerns a person who is under protection and 
Surveillance it may be made by a Procurator for a District Court, 
which has its juriscicticn over the locaticn of the Protection 
and Surveillance Office which administers the protection and 
surveillance of said person, to the seme court. 

Provisions concerning the Protection and Surveillance 
Commission shall be stipulatec by Impcrial Ordinance. 


Article 41 


With respect to the filing of demand for preventive deten- 
tion, a Procurator mney conduct necessary investigation and also 


may demand reports on necessary matters by referring the case to 
the competent public offices. 

If necessary for the conduct of the investigation of the 
preceding Paragraph, a Procurator may have a judicial police 
officer bring said person over to him. 


Article 42, 


If necessary for the filing of demand for the preventive 
detention in case a person involved has no permenent residence 
or has run away or is liable to run away, a procurator mey detain 
the said person provisionally in a prevention detention station 
provided that the imprisonment shall not be prevented in case of 
unavoidable c#uscs. 

The provisionel detention under the preceding Paragraph, 
shall not be done until after hearing of statements by the 
person involved. However, this shall not apnly in case the said 
person refuscs to make any statements or has run awaye 


Article 43. 

The period of the provisional detention under the foreroing 
Article shall be 10 days. The person involved shall be relessed 
when demand for the preventive cetcntion is not made within the 
above-specified veriod. 
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Article 44, 


When preventive detention has been demanded, the court shall 
make ea decision after hearing statements by a person involved. 

In this casc, the court may order said person to appear befors it. 

The court may make e decision without hearing statements by 
& person involved in case he has refused to make statements or 
run away. 

In caso of demand for the preventive detention having been 
filed azainst a person »rior to the expiration of his term of 
Sentence, the court may make » decision to the effect that the 
person shall be subject to the »reventive detention even after 
the expiration of his term, 


Article 45. 


If necessary for investigation of facts of a case the court 
may order a witness to annear before it and eccuse hin to make a 
Statement or to offer an expert opinion. 

The court may demand reports on necessary matters, by 
refcorring them to the competent public offices. 


Article 46, 


A Procurator may appear at the court and sect forth his 
opinion when the court causes n verson involved to make statec- 
ments or causcs a witness to make statoments of facts or to 
offer expert opinion. 


Article 47. 


The head of the family to which a person involved belongs, 
or a snousc, any relative by blood te the fourth degree or any 
relative by marriage to the third degree of seid person may become 
& counsellor to said person, on apvoroval of the court. 

A counsellor to a verson involvod may appear before the 
court and set forth his opinion or produce data for reference 
in ense the court causes the involved person to make statements 
or causes a witness to make statements or to offer expert opinion, 


Article 48. 


The court may arrest 9 nerson involved in cither of the 
following cases: 

1. In case the said person has no definite residence. 

20 In casc the said person ren away or is liable to run 
AWAY. 

3. In case the snid person without any proper reason fails 
to cenply with the writ cf summons under the provisions of 
Article 44, Paragraph l. 
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Article 49, 


When causes specified in No. 1 or 2 of the preceding Article 
exist the court may provisionslly intcrn a person involved into 
a provention detention statior., vrovided that provisional intern- 
rep aa a »nrison shell not be prevented when unavoidable causes 
OX1LST.e 

When a person involved is in prison the court may detain him 
provisionally in prison even without the causes svecified in the 
preceding paragraph. 

The provisions of Article 42, Paragraph 2 shall correspond- 
ingly apply to the cases of the first paragraph of this Article. 


Article 50. 


Except cases speciaily provided for, thc provisions regard- 
iyg arrest in the Law of Criminal Procedure shall correspondingly 
apply to the arrest undor Article 48 of the present law; and the 
provisions regarding dstention, to the provisional interanent 
under Article 42 snd tiie preceding Article, provided that the 
provisions regarding the baiiment or conditional release are 
excepted. 


Article 51. 


A procurator mey immediately file complaint against a 
decision of the court denying the preventive detention. 

A person involved or his counsellor may immediately file 
complaint against a decision of the court for the preventive 
detention. : 


Article 52e 


Except cases specially vrovided for, the provisions regardin 
decisions in the Law of Criminal Procedure shall correspondingly 
apoly to the decisions under Article 44 of the present law; 
and the provisions regarding immediate complaints, to the imnedie 
complaints under the preceding Article. 


ittiale 530 
A person who hat been plaved under the preventive detention 
shall be internec in 4 preventive detention station, and necessal 
measures shall be taken for his reform. 
Rerulations governing the prevention detention stations shel 
be prescribed by Impcrial Ordinance, 


Articl« 54. 
A person who has been »laced under the oreventive detention 
may meet other persons or exchange personal letters or other 
articles with them within the limitations of laws. 
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Censor, scizure or ennfisestion of pcrsonal letters or other 
articles may be made areinst a verson who has been pleced under 
the proeventiv. detentic n, or oth icecssary measures may be takon 
for th. prcescrvation of nonce or for disciplinary punishment. Thi 
provision shall slso be annlied ® porson who has been vrovie 
Sionally intcrnca, « née whe has reecived e writ of arrest nnd 
has becn detrincd in a innce with the provisions of this 
Chapter, 


The pcericc ne preventive detention shell be two years, 
ich may be renewed by dccision i the Court in casc its ccntinua- 
tion is necessary. 

In case demande for its renewal has becn filed prior to the 
expiration of the period cf preventive detcntion tre court may 
renew it cven after its oxpirntion. 

Even if 2 decision on the renewal is “ado after the cxpirae 
tion of the deriod of preventive detention, it shell be rceprded 
as heaving been made at the time th: neriod expircd. 

The provisions of Article 40, Article 41 end Articles 44 to 
52 shall be corrcesnondingly applicd to the erase a renewal of the 
period of the preventive dctontion.e In this ens » the term prison 
as ¢iven in Article 49, Peragrnnh 2 shell read as preventive dct ine 
tion station, 


Article 56, 
ntion shell be erleulated from 


the dotcntion was not “ade, or 
ys nticn was fande wie eonncction with 
exccution of pnunishmen n tccision has been 
resched, shall n = Iineluccd in th 1o¢ “f the oraceding 
pararraphe 


involved is sé ne his ter: f nunishme 
ceision, the preoventi a ntion shall be 
exniration cf rm 
intends te execu he orcventive detcntion 
is in vris he imprisonment of the 
inucd temporarily, if spocially neccssary 
val ¢ other cr 1SCSe 


dctuntion may b nonded under 


iwi Motion ove 
snceislly necessr 
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The provisions of Articles 534 to 536 and Articles 544 to 55% 
inclusive, of the Law of Criminal Preecedure shall bv correspond. 
ingly applicd with respect to the exccution of preventive dotenti 


Article 58. 


A person who has becn subjected t> preventive detention shall 
bce released even prior to the expiration of the period stipulated 
in Article 55, by decision of the eno ipetent administrative office, 
when it has become unnecessary later to detain him further. 

The provision of Article 40, Paragraph 3 shall be corresnond- 
ingly avplied to thc case of the forefoing paregraph. 


Article 59. 


When preventive detention of 2 person has remained unexeeutcc 
for two ycars, e@ vrocurator for thc court, which mede the decision 
on the detention, or » »rocuratcr for the district court, which 
has the jurisdiction over the locality where the said person 
rosices, may rcomit the execution of detention according to 
circumstances. 

The provision of Article 40, Paracraph 3 shall bc correspond. 
ingly applied to thc ease of the foreroing pararranvh. 


Article 60. 


When it is considcred that there is no place of safety witht) 
the preventive dctention station at time of a netural calamity or 
incident, persons detained thercin shall be romoved under guard 
to other places, If there is ne time for the rcmoval under cuard 
they may be released temporarily. 

Those who heve becn released in accordence with the forerzoin 
provision shell appcar in person at the vreventive detcntion 
station or * oolicc station within 24 hours efter the rcleasc 


Article 61. 


In case a person who had been interned in the preventive 
detention station or in prison or » person te whom a warrant of 
arrest had been served, ran away, he shall be punished with penal 
scervitucs not cxceeding one year. 

This provision shall also apply to 2 »cerson who was rolens 
in accordance with thc vrovision of th. first peragreoh of the 
preceeding Article and wro hes violated the provisions of the 
sceond parnagrtph of the same Article. 


Article 62. 


A person who has dsmeged or destroyed thc detention equipmen 
or committed violent or threat<ning act, and two or nore persons 
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who in concert with cach other have committed offense stipulated 


in the first paragroph of the 
punished with penal servitude 
exceeding five ycars, 


Article 


“ttcmpts cf crimes 
Shell be punished, 


Article 


Nesides these stipulated in 
in eenjunction with preventive ad 
ordcr,. 


Article 


Decisions which are to be 
District curt) vertainine te 
madc by the Collceriats D 
Court) in Chosen, 

In Ch 
Court) 5s 
hoin (District Court of C} 
Surveillence of 
Criminal Procedure, the Criminal 
Chesen Crininal Ordinnenece. 


2Son) 3 


stipulate 


~ 


"Thought Crininals," and thc 


preceding Article, shall be 
not less than three months and not 


63. 


din the foregoing two Articles, 


64. 


the »resent law, matters 
tention shall be 


neccssar’ 
prescribed by 
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madc by the Chiho Saibsansho (the 
pr: 
sartment (Gogibu) of Chiho-hoin (District 


ventive detention shall be 


“scn, the term procurator for Chiho S-ibansho (District 
fivon in this Chaptor shell be procurator for Chihoe 


the torm Law for Protcetion and 
term Lew of 
Procedure as prescribed in the 


SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS 


The date for the 
fixed by Imperial Order, 


The 


enforced previous to t} 
previously prescribed punishment 
specified in thc revised 
The revised vrovisions 

to - ease, ageinst which + 
to the enforecment cf the 
The revised 
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Criminel Ordin:: 


present 


revised vrovisions of Chapter I shell be 
to @ person who hes ermnitted - crime 
enforcement 


previsicns is hcevier then the 
f Charter II shell not be aADplicable 
ublic trial had been instituted prior 
rescnt law. 

provisions cf Chr 


cnforecment of the present law shell be 
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former. 
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